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                            Rotary Continues Support for Miracle League
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		As Opening Day for the Miracle League of Mercer County approaches, we presented MLMC Commissioner and fellow Rotarian Dan Sczweck with a $1,000 check on April 5 to support the league’s operations.
It was the latest financial contribution from our club to the league we helped establish nearly 20 year ago.  Rotarians last weekend pitched in to help Dan ready the field for the games that begin on Saturday, April 13. 
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		At our April 5 meeting, our club learned about a non-profit organization that proudly escorts veterans to Washington, D.C. to see their memorials as part of a full day of special activities.
Karan Peterla of Hamilton told us about Honor Flight New Jersey and its all-inclusive FREE trips for veterans to experience a day-long recognition of their service, including opening and closing ceremonies.
The group’s April 17 bus trip for 100 veterans is fully-booked, but there is another one scheduled for Wednesday, October 16, 2024.  Applications are being accepted.
For more information, contact Karan at 609-562-5144 or visit www.sjhonorflight.org.
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		The ‘Starrs’ aligned on March 29 to bring us two impressive speakers - one, the co-owner of a popular Hamilton-based tour bus company and the other, a high school-age founder and president of a local non-profit group.
Sandy Borowsky, vice president of Starr Bus Charter & Tours, told us about the trips and charter opportunities offered by her company and gave us an inside look at the company’s focus on safety, comfort, reliability and convenience.  Visit Starr’s website at starrtours.com to check out the variety of choices.
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		We also heard from Swara Sanghvi of Dream of Blue Skies and presented her with a $500 check to further the group’s mission of bridging socio-economic gaps, starting with education.  To learn more about the group and its tutoring opportunities, visit dreamofblueskies.org.
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		Our Rotary Club presented Shine and Inspire with $500 on March 22 to further its work in providing students in need with basic necessities like hygiene items, school supplies and non-perishable food.  Shine and Inspire Founder Carol Feldman accepted the check.
Following the morning meeting, a group of Rotarians traveled to the Mercer Street Friends Food Bank to package 1,600 meals that will be distributed to school children in need of food assistance over a weekend.
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		A new EarlyAct service club for students at Greenwood Elementary School in Hamilton installed its officers on March 8 and shared details with classmates about its first project - raising funds to provide nutritious food for those in need in Nicaragua.
The 4th grade students are collecting change to be combined with other funds to support a Rotary International project that provides “aquaponics” kits to help families and schools grow fresh vegetables and fish. 
The Greenwood EarlyAct Club officers are President Brittany Ramirez; Vice Presidents Daleisa Pineda and Mahina Nayyar; Recording Secretary Pann Aung; Corresponding Secretary Naomi Moore; and Treasurer Mimi Hall.
The EarlyAct Club at Greenwood is the second to be established in Hamilton Township in the past three months.  Wilson Elementary School launched its EarlyAct Club in December and is also participating in the Nicaragua project.  Both clubs are sponsored by the Rotary Club of Robbinsville Hamilton. For more, check out the article in TAPinto 
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		Our trusty crew of Rotarians and friends was back at the Mercer Street Friends Food Bank on Feb. 23 packaging enough food to feed 480 school-aged children for an entire weekend. 
Our Rotary Club participates at the Food Bank on the fourth Friday of the month for a couple of hours.  If your group is interested in working a shift, contact the Food Bank at 609-406-0503.
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		Mercer County Executive Dan Benson spoke to our Rotary Club on Feb. 23, sharing highlights of his comprehensive transition report that will guide the way for reforms, services and investments in the county in the coming months and years.  The report is available at bensontransition.com.
He discussed plans for capital improvements to key facilities in the county and said he wants to “super-charge” tourism ahead of the nation’s 250th anniversary.  Job one, he said, will be to get the county’s finances back in order.  Benson said his administration will be guided by three principles - collaboration, innovation and transparency. 
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		Rotarians and guests packed more than 100 winter survival kits at the club’s Feb. 16 meeting.  The kits, filled with warm clothing accessories and food and hygiene items, were then delivered to the Rescue Mission of Trenton.  The Rotary Club supplemented the kits with a $500 donation.  A big thanks to Rotarians Danely Gonzalez and Andre Caldini, who coordinated the drive, and to all who contributed items, particularly Mary Jane Diener, who knitted beautiful scarves for the collection. Rotary Club Student of the Month Danielle Deane of Hamilton West H.S. helped assemble the kits.
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		It was an uplifting morning at our Rotary Club’s 2nd Annual Women’s Empowerment Fair on January 20 as a dozen groups shared information about their work to support women and children in our area.
Keynote speaker, Mercer County First Assistant Prosecutor Jennifer Downing-Mathis, had a special message for the younger women and girls in the audience, encouraging them to work hard to achieve their dreams, set and maintain high standards, do their best to make an impact, and keep a sense of community and inner strength.  “The sky’s the limit,” she said.
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		Our Rotary Club presented a plaque to Joe Foley, co-owner of Foley's Family Market of Hamilton, recognizing the generous support of the store and its customers for the club’s Send Hunger Packing program.
Twice a year, Rotarians collect food and cash donations from patrons at Foley’s to help the Mercer Street Friends Food Bank provide meals to families and school children in need.
In 2023 alone, the Send Hunger Packing collections at Foley's generated a whopping 2,000 pounds of food and $656 in cash used by the Food Bank to buy food at discount prices.
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		Congratulations to the George E. Wilson Elementary School in Hamilton for establishing an EarlyAct service club for its students! In its first weeks, the club collected hundreds of pounds of food to help feed hungry families in Mercer County and prepared holiday cards and friendship bracelets for hospital patients. 
The EarlyAct club is sponsored by our Rotary Club and run by the students with general guidance from faculty advisors. To learn more about EarlyAct in the Wilson school CLICK here. 
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		As part of our annual holiday party, club members brought unwrapped toys for distribution to families served by Womanspace. The club also provided Womanspace with a $500 check to support its work for women, men and families impacted by domestic and sexual violence.
Womanspace V.P. of Development and Communications Erin Hartshorn thanked the club for its donations as the toys and funds were delivered on Friday, December 22.
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		The 2023 Flags for Heroes display was a major success with more than 250 flags flying for nearly three weeks in November on the grounds of Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Hamilton.
Each flag sponsor is receiving the keepsake flag medallion that was attached to the flag during the display containing the message to their personal hero.
Net proceeds from the Flags for Heroes event are being donated to non-profit organizations in Mercer County, including the Mercer County Military Action Council, which will help finance an active U.S. military member’s return to their family during military leave.
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Videos Highlight Club’s Service Above Self
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		The Rotary Club of Robbinsville Hamilton is featured in a series of videos marking the club’s first 30 years. Since 1992, the club has made a positive difference in our communities. We started as a spinoff of the Hamilton Rotary Club and took little time to establish our own identity as a club of action.
Check out the videos below:
 
 
	    First  Decade 1992-2002   (11:39)
	    Second Decade 2002-2012   (10:29)
	    Third Decade - 2012-2022   (13:04)
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		The Rotary Club of Robbinsville Hamilton has 39 members who live or work in the immediate area and who joined the club to make a positive difference in our local and global community. To learn more and consider joining our club, explore this website for information and stop by as a guest at one of our weekly meetings. Our club meets on Friday mornings at 7:30 a.m. at Pj’s Pancake House, 17 Main Street, Robbinsville. Each meeting consists of a speaker on a topic of interest and a roundup of club activities followed by breakfast. Contact Tom Damm at secretary@rhrotary.org for additional information.
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			[image: ]


			 

			


				
						Congrats to M.P. of Bordentown, NJ, holder of winning ticket #0361 in the April 2, 2024 Dollars for Scholars weekly raffle drawing.

						 

						


			







    



<div>Dollars for Scholars</div>

                        

                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            
                      
                        
                             Join us!


We meet on



                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: Robbinsville Hamilton]
                    

                

                
                    
                        

                    

                    
                        We meet In Person
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                             Pj's Pancake House and Tavern
                        

                        
                            17 Main Street

Robbinsville, NJ 08691	
United States of America
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                        Apr 19, 2024 7:30 AM


                        
                            Rotary Club of Ripley, WV - Recent Aid Trip to Nepal Region

                        

                    

            

        

    
                      
    
        
            
                    
                        Nicole Poprik, Program Manager
                        Apr 26, 2024 7:30 AM
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                        Gregory G. Dell'Omo, PhD., President of Rider Univ
                        May 17, 2024 7:30 AM
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I am honored to serve as club president for the 2023-24 Rotary year. I look forward to working with our members and with our community partners to build on our club’s successes and continue its rich legacy of service.


Read more...
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Robbinsville Hamilton Rotary
PO Box 9297
Trenton, NJ 08650
 
Information on How to Join Rotary - clubinfo@rhrotary.org
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